
10/17/19 PRESS RELEASE 

Kellogg-Hubbard Library Announces “Give the Library a Lift!” 

 

General contact info: 

Carolyn Brennan, Co-Director, Library Director 

Kellogg-Hubbard Library 135 Main St., Montpelier, VT 05602 

802-223-3338, ext. 210 cbrennan@kellogghubbard.org 

 

More information about the campaign can be found at: www.kellogghubbard.org/lift  

 

Contacts for information/quotes about the library: 

Jessie Lynn, Co-Director, Nonprofit Director:  jlynn@kellogghubbard.org 

Steve Gold, President, KHL Board of Trustees:  stevegold1945@gmail.com 

Judy Warriner Walke, Trustee & Campaign committee chair: judy@judywalke.com  

 
In 1894, when the Kellogg-Hubbard Library was founded, Coca-Cola was sold in bottles for the first time in a candy store 

in Vicksburg, Mississippi.  A lot has changed since then.  In the last year, the Kellogg-Hubbard Library not only lent over 

280,000 books, DVDs, CDs, and magazines and held 575 programs with over 10,000 attendees, they also logged over 

54,000 wifi connections and had over 13,000 uses of their public computers.  

The Library is celebrating its 125th birthday by doing what it does best: continuing to be a vibrant hub in the center of the 

community while planning ahead to meet the needs of the future. The Give the Library a Lift! campaign addresses 

restoration and upgrading needs in the Library’s 19th century building and 20th century addition.  The campaign has 

already raised over 80% of its $600,000 goal with the aim of crossing the finish line through the support of the 

community. 

Steve Gold, President of the Library Board, says, “The Kellogg-Hubbard Library has been a vital and treasured part of the 

Montpelier and surrounding towns' communities for 125 years. What can be more important than helping to ensure 

that it continues to be housed in a sound physical space with up-to-date infrastructure, so that generations to come will 

be able to use and appreciate all it offers?” 

Annual taxpayer support from Berlin, Calais, East Montpelier, Middlesex, Montpelier, and Worcester is the backbone of 

the Library, contributing 50% of operating costs. Revenue from their endowment and donations contribute the balance 

to keep the doors open.  As an independent nonprofit, the Library’s operating budget is stretched to provide numerous 

programmatic services, cover all internal operating expenses and manage the basic routine maintenance of 18,000 

square feet of space. To be able to accomplish critical investments in the physical plant requires a special additional 

effort.  The Give the Library a Lift! campaign is focused on seven key areas for renewal: the elevator, energy efficiency, 

the building’s exterior, the friezes, the front book drop, interior restoration, and landscaping. Each of these identified 

needs will continue to help the Library provide a comfortable, accessible, and inclusive place where everyone is 

welcome, to learn, explore, grow, and connect with others.  

Beth Rusnock, of the National Life Group Foundation says, “The Kellogg-Hubbard Library has been a vital resource to our 

community for decades. National Life is committed to helping ensure others can take advantage of the many services it 

has to offer for generations to come.” In addition to National Life’s support, additional grant funds have been committed 

from the Vermont Historic Preservation Grant, the Vermont Arts Council’s Cultural Facilities Grant, and the Vermont 

Community Development Program’s Accessibility Modification Grant, with support and help from the City of Montpelier.  

The Library appreciates and invites the support of individuals and organizations in the community, to secure this solid 

foundation for the Library’s future.   
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